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Our Commission’s

Findings

The Rt. Rev'd John Organ
Bishop

Western Newfoundland

Greetings in Christ,

During the past two
years, The Anglican
Diocese of Western
Newfoundland has been
conducting a commission
to assess our context in
the hope of building on
our strengths to ensure a
bright future.

We discovered
through conversations and
questionnaires that the
two top priorities of our
people are: maintaining
their church building, and
having their own priest.

The former represents
the sacred space and
holy ground of their civic
community. It is where the
faithful encounter God,
are nurtured in word and
sacrament, grow in their
relationship with Christ
and one another, and are
equipped for service in the
world.

The priest is pastor,
teacher, coach, and leader.
He or she guides the
faithful into maturity in
Jesus, enabling greater
love of God and Neighbour.

Those priorities reveal
tremendous commitment
and sacrificial giving on
the part of all parishioners.

Their hearts and souls

are fully engaged as they
dedicate themselves to
being the Body of Christ in
their home community.

All recognize that
because of aging/declining
church membership and
the general population
decline in Newfoundland
and Labrador, the capacity
to maintain church
buildings and clergy is a
challenge, and made more
difficult with each passing
year. Yet, they are fully
resolved to doing so and
have proven consistently
their ability to achieve their
goals.

Having heard our
people speak loudly and

clearly of their priorities,
and their naming the most
serious challenge to these
priorities, the commission
felt duty bound to heed
and recommend a direction
that upholds these
priorities and successfully
meets the challenge posed
to them.

In the coming weeks
the Diocese of Western
Newfoundland will release
the Commission’s report.
We are grateful for the
many positive findings and
for the many opportunities
that will help to ensure,
with God’s help, a long
and bright future for our
congregations, parishes,
and diocese, as well as
ensure our support for our
wider church partnerships
and outreach ministries.

To take the positive
teaching of Proverbs 29:18,
‘Where there is vision, the
people flourish.

Having wrestled with
the realities, we sought a
way to overcome obstacles
and to seize opportunities.
May our Triune God grant
us blessing and favour so
that we do even more that
we could ask or imagine.
(Ephesians 3:20)
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Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds

How health related outreach helps religious communities

Claire Donnan
Guest Columnist

As the saying goes,
“Give a man a carrot, and
he’ll eat for a day. Teach
him how to grow a carrot,
and he’ll eat for life. Teach
a man how to be well, and
he’ll help everyone eat.”
Okay, maybe that’s not
quite it, but that’s what
the Anglican Cathedral’s
Wellness program and
community garden seek to
accomplish—the education
and feeding of the greater
community through
outreach programs and a
public garden. Today | sat
down with two organizers
of the group, Brenda
Halley (a social worker)
and Patricia Waddleton (a
dietician), as well as two
other members, Steven
Butler and Chris Kelsey. We
discussed the purpose and
activities of the Wellness
group and community
garden, and | got to see
how people can get
involved.

“We came together
about seven or eight
years ago...I sort of came
up with an idea that,
on Fridays, we would
get a group of people
together and we would
start hiking,” says Halley
of the group’s origins
almost a decade ago. “As
we started chatting, and
Patricia came on board,
we sort of came with, ‘you
know, let’s start talking
about wellness...how we
[can] get more well every
day.”” The program’s focus
began to shift, thanks
to a survey of members
that expressed interest
in gardening and healthy
cooking. It was from there
that Waddleton, a dietician
with Eastern Health, came
in. “We started out with
six garden beds; it went
on to another 8...and this
year we have this beautiful
greenhouse, so it has
evolved over the past three
years,” says Waddleton,
gesturing at the beautiful
open greenhouse on the
cathedral green space,
surrounded by seven-foot
sunflowers. This shift in
the group’s focus couldn’t
have come at a better time,

says Waddleton.
“We noticed over
the past couple
years, especially
between
Snowmaggedon
and now COVID, :
how it’'s important s
to have our own ;
food source,”
she says.
Demonstrating
how it’s possible

produce here in
Newfoundland is
a first essential
step in sharing
this information.

Participant
input has also added
a new element to the
group: cooking! Chris
Kelsey has encouraged
and shown the group how
to make salads with the
home grown produce.
“We had mixed greens
mostly, some cucumber
and yellow tomato, and
some zucchini,” explains
Kelsey. All fresh produce,
grown mere feet from
the cathedral. One
thing that’s particularly
interesting about this
garden? It’s neither locked,
nor exclusive to the
program! “Food security is
important, but everybody
should have access to
fresh, tasty vegetables,
and oftentimes people
do not, and that’s just
unacceptable, | think,”
says Halley. Thus, anyone
can follow the greenhouse
sign’s instructions: Take
what you need and leave
the rest.

Wellness program
responsibilities can
often be fairly regular,
with weekly or even
daily tasks. “The group
gets together usually on
Friday afternoons; daily
[responsibilities are] taking
care of the plants, a bit of
weeding, and watering
everyday,” says Kelsey.
He and Butler are at the
community garden every
day taking care of these
tasks. Besides this, the
group provides activities
like yoga, mindfulness,
walking the labyrinth,

snowshoeing, and more!

Finally, I’'m sure
you’re curious about the
community garden’s fare.
Well, it varies! Lettuce,
eggplant, broccoli, carrot,
potato, corn, squash, green
onion, kale, garlic, spinach,
cucumbers, zucchini,
strawberries, snow peas,
tomatoes, nasturtiums
(edible flowers), and more!
| was lucky enough to get
to try a nasturtium, green
pepper, and tomato, and
they were all absolutely
delicious! Rest assured that
if you visit the community
garden, you'll leave well
fed!

As you can see, this
is an incredible program
and initiative that the
cathedral has supported.
I’m sure it will continue to
grow as it has in recent

Top left, the greenhouse that isin the cathedral s green space; top
right, Claire Donnan poses with a sunflower; bottom, some of the
raised beds that are used to grow more food for the community, also
located in the green space below the Anglican Cathedral.

outreach services are an
incredible way of helping
the community, and are so
much fun!

years, and will continue

to do an incredible job of
educating and offering
opportunities to the people
of Newfoundland. These

: --J- CARNELL'S 7477740 (M. Pear)
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The Five s of

Ministry

The Rev’d Canon Jeffrey Petten
Columnist

He said, ‘Go out and stand
on the mountain before the
Lord, for the Lord is about
to pass by.” Now there was
a great wind, so strong that
it was splitting mountains
and breaking rocks in
pieces before the Lord,

but the Lord was not in the
wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord
was not in the earthquake;
and after the earthquake

a fire, but the Lord was not
in the fire; and after the fire
a sound of sheer silence.
When Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his
mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the
cave. (1Kings 19:11-13)

By the time you are
reading this article, | will
have relocated from the
Parish of Rose Blanche,
where | have spent the last
seven years, to the Parish
of Deer Lake to begin a
new journey. Over the
summer, during which |
took some time for annual
leave as well as for the
move, while with having
conversations with friends
and family, | came across a
book called Inside the Small
Church, edited by Anthony
G. Pappas. | originally read
the book while | did my
internship (which seems
many moons ago). The
gist of the book is that
there are four Ls in Parish
Ministry: Learning, Living,
Loving, and Leaving. In one

conversation, a friend said
to me that | forgot one L:
Listening.

There is a difference
between hearing and
listening. We hear a lot of
things, but do we listen? Do
we react to what we hear?
If we react to what we hear,
we listen. We can hear a lot
of things and not respond,
but when we respond, it
is because of the fact that
something has impacted us
and we act on it. Listening
is not only important in
ministry. Listening is much
part of our daily lives.

God speaks to each
and every single one of us
each and every day. There
are times we may mistake
the voice for something
else, like thunder, as in
John 12:28. The question
is: do we listen? Do you
react to the voice of God
in your life? How do you
react to the voice of God?
In learning about God, we
listen. In living with God,
in community with others,
we listen. In loving, we
have no other choice but
to listen. In leaving, we
listen, and sometimes the
words spoken in the leaving
are gems of wisdom and
insight. To learn, to live, to
love, and to live we listen,
because in each we react
and we all react to them
differently just as we are
different. Yet the listening
leads to one thing—our
vocation. To quote St.
Teresa of Calcutta: “our
vocation is the love of
Jesus.”

Let us listen. Let us
listen to each other for the
voice of God. Listen for the
still small voice for there is
much to be heard and much
to cause reaction.
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St. | s Angllca-ﬁ IChurch

Port de Grave, Newfoundland

Article and photograph by
Florence Morgan-Thom

Spring: what a beautiful
time of the year! Atime for
rebirth, for trees budding, for
flowers popping through the
soil, and the sounds of birds
filling the air. What a joy to
see and hear the sound of
God’s gifts.

Not only the beauty of
nature takes place at this
time of year. Clean-ups,
repairs, etc are also part
of the spring season. Here
in Port de Grave, at St.
Luke’s Anglican Church our
congregation and vestry
members were hard at
work.

So many jobs had to

be done, and as in most
churches, money is at a
premium. What to do first?
We have begun with the
cemetery. Our old fence had
seen better days, what with
the pressure of snow build
up from the plow on a chain
fence, and it finally had
given way.

Under the direction of
our cemetery chair, Wayne
Morgan, and his crew of
volunteers, they removed
the old fence and replaced
it wilth a new chain fence.
There will be no more
problems with snow,
hopefully, as it is flexible

and should weather the
destructive nature of winters
in Newfoundland.

What a difference the
new fence makes: a classic
aesthetic look, it enhances
our sacred ground and sets
the borders.

Wayne has done a
fabulous job at organizing
and supervising this much
needed project. Wayne,
thanks all his volunteers for
their dedication in building
this fence and the clean-
up of the grounds as well.
Thank you, Wayne.

When You Combine Your
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Ordinations
Central Newfoundland

Submitted with photograph by
The Ven. Terry Caines

The Rt. Rev’d. John E. Watton ordained Deacon Geraldine Poirier to

the sacred order of the diaconate on August 25th, 2021, at St.
Peter’s Church in Twillingate. The homilist for the service was the
Rev’d Dr. Joanne Mercer, Provost of Queen’s College. The Diocese
of Central Newfoundland and the parish are excited about Rev’'d

Gerry’s ministry.
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Eastern Newfoundland and Labador

Article and photographs by
Emily F. Rowe

On August 29th, 2021,
Amber Tremblett was
ordained to the sacred
order of deacons at the
Cathedral of St. John
the Baptist in St. John’s
by Bishop Samuel Rose.

The homily was given by

Archdeacon Roger Whalen.

Deacon Tremblett will
be serving in the parish of
Lake Melville, Labrador.
We wish Amber and
her husband Erik all the

very best for their future
ministry.

In the above
photographs: Bishop
Sam ordaining Amber,
and Amber and Erik with
Bishop Sam.

All Things Bright And Beautiful

Ronald Clarke
and Melanie Clarke
Columnists

All summer long, |
marvelled at the size
and colour of the trees
in Newfoundland. | don’t
think I've ever seen the
trees as green as this
summer! The vibrancy
of the leaves and the
fullness of the branches
immediately caught my
attention every time | went
outdoors. The flowers
were everywhere as well
and passing by peoples’
gardens was a feast for
the eyes!

Outside my door are
two hanging plants. My
daughter gave them to me
in the spring for Father’s
Day. One of the flowers, in
particular, has seemed to
die and be reborn several

times over the course of
the summer. Just when |
thought it was dead for
good, more tiny orange
buds would appear and
the hearty little plant
would flower yet again!
As a matter of fact, the
beautiful little flower
just now finally seems
to be past its life cycle.
That little plant gave me
so much pleasure and |
was in awe of its ability
to withstand the ravages
of our Newfoundland
summer with all the wind
and the rain and the heat!
Now that fall has
come, many of the
luscious green trees
are now red, orange,
and yellow. Leaves are
falling all over everyone’s
gardens and what |
marvelled at this summer
now is becoming bare
and stark-looking by
comparison. In some
ways, it makes me a little
sad to see everything turn
and fade because | will
miss the colour until it
returns next spring.

The glory of nature
is marvellous and
miraculous! As the
seasons change | am
reminded of the power
of God who created this
world for us to live in.
God has given us such
beauty no matter what the
season! We are here on
earth for a relatively short
period. In our busy lives,

| think we sometimes
forget to admire the world
around us and appreciate
what God has provided.

For Thanksgiving this
year, maybe we can all
stop to admire the beauty
of the world around us
and take a few minutes to
give thanks to Our Father
in Heaven.

Remember the old

hymn;

“All things bright and
beautiful,
All creatures great and
small,
All things wise and
wonderful,
The Lord God made them
all””

God bless you!

Helping clients
achieve their goals.

Taking the time to understand

your unique needs.

BMO 2 Wealth Management
BMO Nesbitt Burns

The Harnum Group

Cabot Place, Suite 390
100 New Gower Street
St. John’s, NL A1C 6K3

Tel: 709-724-7327

Toll Free: 1-800-776-0077
rick.harnum@nbpcd.com
david.harnum@nbpcd.com
www.bmo.com/nesbittburns

BMO Wealth Management is the brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates, including BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., in providing wealth management
products and services. ® “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal, used under licence. ® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc.
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of Montreal. If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information.

Member - Canadian Investor Protection Fund and Member of the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada

ANGLICAN LIFE



6

OCTOBER 2021

A Wonder-Full and Uncertain Future

Archdeacon Gerald Westcott
Columnist

My granddaughter
has recently had her first
birthday. What a gift she
has been to us, bringing
such love, joy, and
delight to our lives. As a
grandparent, | am having
a different experience
watching my grandchild
grow and develop
than | did watching
and participating in my
own children’s growth
and development. As a
grandparent, | am not
caught up in all of the daily
responsibilities, and nor do
| see my grandchild every
day and all day. So when
| am with her, | am really
present to her, noticing her
every new development,
every new moment of love
and connection. There are
some benefits and wisdom
that can come with getting
older!

In fact, my
granddaughter has
become my new spiritual
director! She is teaching
and reminding me of the

power and life-infused
present moment. She
notices every little thing,
and every little thing to
her is “wonder-full,” as

it should be for me and
for all of us. | am full of
wonder as | get caught up
in her being full of wonder.
What a beautiful and life-
giving exchange! Being
caught up in this wonder
draws me into a sense

of “awe” in what | am
witnessing: a sense of awe
at this beautiful life that

is new, always emerging,
always becoming. The
more | allow myself to be
full of wonder, and the
more | get caught up in
the awesomeness of what
| am noticing, the more |
find myself “trusting” in
the evolving of this little
life, trusting in the “nature’
of the divine life that we
are all part of and share
in. This wonder, awe, and
trust opens me up to the
reality of the love that |
have for this little life in

t

front of me, and
that | am at one
with her in this
love. The 15th
century English
mystic Julian of
Norwich calls
this love process
“oneing”—a
conscious
becoming at-
one-with another,
every other, and
all of creation.
“Oneing” is the
purpose of our
lives!

What our little
ones have to
teach us in these
uncertain times of
global political polarization,
global warming, global
pandemic, global crisis, is
to remain grounded in our
now. This moment is full
of God, full of life, full of
love, and has everything
we need to move into our
next moment with trust and
hope. The same is true of
the church. The pandemic

Westcott wi
and its necessary societal
restrictions has shaken the
foundations of the church
as we have known it. Our
church is evolving and
changing like everything
else in the universe. We
are not exempt. Yet the
Christian community (and
every community) is still
full of wonder as the divine
continues to emerge in the

is wife and their granddaughter

life of people and creation.
This wonder should lead
us to a renewed sense of
awe in the Divine Presence
amongst us and as us,
inviting us to a whole
hearted trust that we

are lovingly at one with
Christ in our emerging and
uncertain tomorrow.

Dying Without A Will

Kevin Smith
Columnist

| have had the sad
experience this past
summer of too many
friends dying. At a wake,
the question arose about
dying without a will. While
much has been written
about this subject, |
thought | might summarize
some of the points for
your consideration. My
research was done with
the help of the Public Legal
Information Association of
NL (PLIAN), author Sandra
Foster, and a legal friend
or two.

The bottom line is that
many Canadians do not
have a legal will because
too many people think in
terms of “if” rather than
“when.” Remember that
old saying that you are
not going to get out of this
world alive?

Someone who dies
without a legal will is
considered to have died

intestate—without a last
will and testament. Your
provincial government has
statutory rules that lay out
who gets what and other
rules for those who die
without a will. Ms Foster
suggests, “Some people
assume that their assets
will go to the government
if they die without a
will. That is not true.
The government is the
beneficiary of last resort
and is sometimes called
the ultimate heir. Assets
will go to the government
if you die without a will and
have no living relatives, a
process called escheat.”
PLIAN points out in
their information package
that when a person
dies without a will, their
estate will be distributed
according to the Intestate
Succession Act. They
emphasize as well
that intestate succession

may not be what a person
had wanted, so it is
important for people to

consider making a will
if their wishes do not
align with the Intestate
Succession Act.

“The Intestate
Succession Act lists how
a person’s estate will be
distributed when they
die without a will based
on their family members.
For example, if a married
intestate person had one
child, their spouse and
child will have an equal

ANGLICAN LIFE

50/50 interest in the
intestate person’s estate.
However, if the intestate
person had 2 or more
children, their spouse
will only have a one third
interest in the estate. The
other two thirds will be
equally shared among the
children, regardless of how
many children there are.
If a person had no
married spouse, nor any
children, but their parents
are still alive, then the
intestate person’s parents
will have an equal 50/50
interest in the intestate
person’s estate. If there
is only one surviving
parent, then the surviving
parent will have interest
in the entire estate. The
Intestate Succession
Act also considers other
situations where a person
has no married spouse,
children, or living parents.
In these situations the

intestate person’s brothers
and sisters will receive
an equal interest in the
estate. If they had siblings
who predeceased them,
and have no living married
spouse, children, parents,
or siblings, then their
nephew(s) and niece(s) will
have an equal interest in
the estate.”

Finally, having no
will means there is no
bequest for your favourite
ministry within the church.
Furthermore, it points just
how important it is for all
of us to have a valid will
which will avoid much
untold misery to your
family after you pass.

Kevin Smith is a gift
planning consultant for
Anglican East NL. He can
be contacted at

709 739-5667

or by email:
kevinsmith709@gmail.com
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It’s Time To Stop Talking About
“Vocational Priests”

The Rev'd Jonathan Rowe
Columnist

More and more, I've
heard people talk about
‘vocational priests’ as if this
was the future of ordained
ministry in Newfoundland.
It’s time for that nonsense
to stop. The expression is
ignorant, offensive, and
does very little to further
the conversation about
trends in ministry.

People who talk
about ‘vocational priests’
usually mean something
like ‘vocational deacons’:
clergy who work in a parish
without being paid, or only
receiving a small travel
allowance. But vocational
deacons are those who
are called specifically to
be deacons, as opposed
to transitional deacons,
who are ordained with
the intention of eventually
being ordained priests. By
that logic, a ‘vocational’
priest would be someone
who doesn’t expect to ever
be made a bishop. Last
time | checked, that was

most of us!

Calling some priests
‘vocational’ might also
suggest that the others are
somehow not vocational.

It implies that since they
expect to be paid for
ministry, their vocation is
not as pure as someone
else’s, or that they’re only
in it for the money. I'm sure
that when people use this
expression, they’re not
trying to be offensive, but

| (and others) have already
pointed out that it is. Once
you know better it’s time to
do better, and stop using
expressions that you know
cause offence.

It’s not as if there’s no
better expression to use
for clergy who don’t get
paid a stipend. They’re
called non-stipendiary
clergy. We have been
blessed with excellent
priests who have offered
their time and their gifts
to the church without
any thought of payment.
Some people are called
by God to be priests, but
feel no call to serve for
pay. The church has done
a much better job in recent
years in recognizing their
vocations. What a shame
if in affirming these clergy,
we were to create a
church where no one could
imagine clergy expecting
to be paid at all!

Sometimes people talk
about unpaid, or semi-paid
clergy as ‘tentmakers’,
citing the example of
St. Paul who, at times,
supported himself and
his ministry by working
a secular job. He literally
made tents. But Paul
himself is quick to point out
that this is not the norm. In
1 Corinthians 9 he reminds
his audience that he does
have a right to be paid,
and even (if he had one) to
be accompanied by a wife
who was supported by the
church. This, he says, is
what all the apostles are
entitled to.

He says that no one
serves in the army at their
own expense, and that
those who grow grapes
or tend flocks expect to
enjoy some of the fruits of
their labours. Jesus said
that ‘those who preach the
Gospel should get a living
from the Gospel’. Paul’s
tentmaking ministry was a
remarkable gift that he was
able to offer because of his
particular circumstances
and ability, just as non-
stipendiary ministry is a
gift that some clergy have
been able to offer the
church. To assume that
eventually a/l clergy will
be doing that is to fail to
appreciate such a gift, and
to risk alienating those

who cannot afford to work
without getting paid.
Perhaps those who talk
about ‘vocational’ priests
really mean to use the
word ‘bi-vocational’, but
that term is problematic in
its own right. Bi-vocational
clergy are those whose
work is a response to two

vocations at the same time.

Alongside a calling to the
diaconate or priesthood,
they may also have a
calling to be academics or
teachers, social workers
or other members of the
caring professions. Often
they could not imagine
abandoning their secular
calling any more than
they could their ordained
ministry, and often

see both vocations as
interconnected parts of a
single ministry. But in most
cases, it is more than just

an arrangement for them
to work a secular job so
that the church won’t have
to pay them.

The future of the
church is radically
changing, and the nature
of ordained ministry has
to change along with
it. There will likely be
many different models
for ministry in the future.
Some will be paid, others
will be unpaid. There are
many opportunities for
creative ministries ahead
of us. But we ought to
discuss these opportunities
using language that is
expressive, respectful
of others, and biblically
sound. ‘Vocational Priests’
is none of those things.
It’s time to stop using that
expression. We should
never have used it in the
first place.
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Give Thanks and Pay It Forward

PWRDF

Archdeacon Charlene Taylor
PWRDF Representative,
Anglican East NL

For almost two years,
the COVID-19 pandemic
has impacted every part
of our lives. We have
adapted to times of
lockdown, quarantine,
working, worshipping
and learning online,
virtual visits for health
care services, and
finding creative ways
to mark such events as
birthdays, graduations,
retirements and the
loss of loved ones. We
have longed to be with
family and friends and
we have waited for
a vaccine to help us
transition into a “new
normal.”

This year at
Thanksgiving, we need to
pause and be thankful to
our Creator God who has
been with us throughout
these long pandemic days.

We need to reflect on all
that is good and gracious
in our lives and how we
can show our thankfulness
through our actions.

Photo by Hakan Nural; www.unsplash.com

If you are thankful for
the coronavirus vaccine,
you can show your
thankfulness by Paying it
Forward to enable those
in developing countries to

receive a jab in the arm
too.

Did you know, The
Primate’s World Relief
and Development Fund

has launched a new

Vaccine Equity Fund

to contribute to the

worldwide vaccination
effort from COVID-19?

Money donated to this

fund will be used to

support our partners
as they prepare for
vaccine rollout in the
coming months.

With the
cooperation of the
Anglican Church
of Canada and our
Primate, Archbishop

Linda Nicholls, PWRDF
has created a fund for
Anglicans eager to “pay it
forward.” Now when you
receive your vaccine, you
have the opportunity to

“pay it forward” and make
a donation to PWRDF’s
Vaccine Equity Fund.

“We must ask how
we can share the benefits
of health care and
vaccinations many of us
enjoy, with others who
need it,” writes Primate
Linda. “Canada will have
excess vaccine—will we
donate it to other nations?
Will our government
do its part to provide
increased funds to COVAX
[a pact among nations to
share vaccines with all
countries] to ensure that
availability? Will we ask for
a temporary suspension of
trade restrictions (which
currently control the price
of the vaccine) so that
production can reach
heavily populated areas?”

Vaccine equity is a
fundamental expression of

the Great Commandment
(Matthew 22:37-40),
through which we
demonstrate our love of
God and of neighbour, says
our Primate Linda.

To support PWRDF’s
Vaccine Equity Fund, go to:
https://pwrdf.org/give-
today/, click on “Vaccine
Equity Fund.” You may also
donate over the phone by
calling Donor Relations
Officer Mike Ziemerink, at
416-822-9083, or leave a
voicemail toll-free at 1-866-
308-7973, and we will
return your call. Or, send
a cheque with “Vaccine
Equity Fund” in the memo
field to: PWRDF, 80 Hayden
St. Toronto, Ontario, M4Y
3G2. Donations may also
support the “Love My
Neighbour” movement.
Thank you!

Be Willing To Dig Deep To Be Thankful

Allison Billard
Columnist

Every once in a while
| get a little smug. One of
my offspring will randomly
shock me with their
awesomeness, and | give
myself a little pat on the
back for how great they
are. For instance, one
offered to say grace in a
restaurant one day totally
out of the blue. Like in a
coffee shop. If there had
been anyone to high five |
would have. But then, high
fives have gone the way of
the dinosaur so it’s just as
well we were more or less
alone.

The whole family went
to church, for the first time
since COVID became a
thing, on a Sunday morning
over the summer. It was
an absolute disaster trying
to get out of the house—a
situation | brought on
myself by completely
forgetting | was supposed
to be participating in
the service! So we were
running late and tempers
were high. But we got to

church and they sat and
cooperated, and cuddled,
and | was like, “Wow, |
sure do feel like | have it all
together right now.”

Then inevitably my
pride and | (rightfully)
get taken down all the
notches when the boys act
like young boys instead
of adults (go figure), and
| have to separate them
from whatever physical
altercation they are having
in a very public place.
Regrettably, we haven’t
grown out of those yet.
| am keeping my fingers
crossed for someday soon
since they are getting
too big for me to manage

these days.
What | am saying,
| guess, is that there
are days it is easy to be
thankful for many things.
Health, happiness, family,
friends, it is all pretty
wonderful. Then there are
days when things are less
wonderful. Working the
job I do, in the industry
[ am in, at the 18 month
mark in a global pandemic
isn’t all fun and games.
Add in two boys who still
require a lot of supervision,
engagement and general
hands-on time from the
parental units, who also
still work full time, and
it gets pretty chaotic,
stressful, and exhausting.
While | am always
thankful, and | try never
to take the blessings for
granted, sometimes |
have to dig a little deeper
to get there. | think we
all need to dig deep
sometimes to unearth the
gratitude and appreciation
we have buried under
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the day to day struggles
and frustration. We need
to pause and really

look sometimes to find
compassion for ourselves
and each other, to show
love even when we don’t
feel like it, and to send
up a prayer of thanks

that we can even be here
to fight the fight. This
Thanksgiving, let’s take
time out and really look
around. How can we show
our gratitude? Where can
we find compassion? What
is most important to us?
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Parish of The Holy Spirit Honours Lay Minister

Recognition for 57 years of service and dedication to his ministry

Article and photographs by
Sarah Sharpe

On a very pleasant
day, August 22, 2021,
Andrew Peddle was
invited to attend a special
service that had been
planned for the day. The
Peddle family (of William
J. and Annie K.) raised
their children in St. Mary
the Virgin Anglican Church
in Hodges Cove. It was
in the early sixties when
construction began on the
church, and as usual free
labour was provided by
local carpenters; others
of a variety of disciplines
volunteered.

The old St. Mary’s
(with its slate roof)
was where Andrew, at the
tender age of 15, began to
read at church. He loved
to read a lesson or two
on Sundays, or for special
occasions like Christmas
and Easter. When it was
built, he was invited to
read at the new St. Mary’s,
and with that he made
up his mind to become a
licensed lay minister and
eucharistic assistant. One
could only imagine how
proud his parents were.
They supported him and
hoped he would become a
priest.

Now getting back to
August 22, it was also
Andrew’s 75th birthday,
and he was so happy that
he reached that age. He
had lived longer than his
parents and many other
relatives.

This special event
was the first time all three
Peddle siblings would
come together as lay
readers, for Andrew’s two
sisters Elaine and Betty
had become lay readers
as well.

The Rev’d lliffe
Sheppard called Andrew
to the front of the church
and read a letter from
Bishop Samuel Rose
saying, “It gives me great
pleasure to recognize a
significant anniversary of
one of our lay ministers,
Mr. Andrew Peddle, on the
fifty-seventh anniversary
of his licensing of this
important ministry in the
parish.” He further stated,
“For Andrew to be in

service for 57 years as a
lay minister is an amazing
act of faith and devotion
to God and his Church.”

This writer could not
believe that one hundred
and eight people showed
up for the service. Andrew
spoke, and in his confident
voice announced that he
was accepting his award
on behalf of all the lay
readers out there. At the
end of the service, his
sister Elaine announced
that they has collected
$170 loose collection, and
it would be donated to
Queen’s College on behalf
of Andrew.

Following the service,
everyone was invited
to the Lions’ Club to
celebrate Andrew’s 75th
birthday with cake and
refreshments. It was a
wonderful day and | must
say that Rev’d Sheppard,
Elaine Peddle-Spurrell,
and Betty Peddle-Brown
did a marvellous job
planning the event and
bringing it to completion.
While at the Lions’ Club,
everyone sang Happy
Birthday, and Andrew
warned all in attendance
to leave out the “We hope
you live to be hundred”
verse.

Andrew said he will
continue in his ministry,
however, for how long,
we cannot say because
he has been diagnosed
with a rare type of cancer

In these photographs,
we see Andrew with
his siblings (above left);
we see Andrew with his
birthday cake (above
right); and we see
Andrew with The Rev’d
lliffe Sheppard (just to
the right of this caption).

which has no cure and
treatment. But he is not
alone; he reads his Bible
and he trusts that God will
lead him home. Aside from
this, | wonder what his
parents would say if they
knew that three of their six
children are lay ministers
in service to God.

One day, God will say
to them, “Well done good
and faithful servants.”
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Hello, Goodbye, and Thank You

St. John the Evangelist, Topsail

Article by
Louise Smith

Here at St. John the
Evangelist church, Topsail,
we have witnessed and
experienced a multiple
of hellos and goodbyes
amongst our leaders in
the last ten years. Being
the resilient and steadfast
flock that we are, the
journey has been quite an
adventure in diversity, and
an education in flexibility.
This was attained by having
in our midst the advantages
of each rector’s individual
gifts.

In 2011, our then priest
necessitated a sudden
departure. So for the
immediate several months,
our spiritual needs were
adequately met by the
expertise and presence
of the Rev’d Sandra Tilley.
Rev’d Sandra served in the
parish up until October,
2013, at which time, we
welcomed the Rev’d Wayne

Parsons.

Our months together
with Rev’d Sandra had
hurdles to overcome, but
everything was done in
the name of reconciliation
and healing. Then on
September 1, 2014, Rev'd
Wayne assumed the role of
our leader. The first Sunday
that he shared worship with
us, | learned something
very significant about
him: we wouldn’t have to
worry about the reliability
of the sound system. His
distinct and strongly audible
voice clearly put forth his
valuable messages as it
resonated throughout the
congregation.

With the resignation of
Rev’d Wayne, we welcomed
the dual partnership of Dean
Bellamy and the Rev’d Keith
Sheppard. We owe much
gratitude to Dean Bellamy,
who guided us in worship

for twelve months with
Rev’d Keith’s assistance.
Both Mrs. Bellamy and Mrs.
Sheppard played a very
active role in the social
aspect of our church with
the ACW and Altar Guild.
On September 15,
2016, the men of our
parish prepared and
served a delicious
dinner in recognition
and thanksgiving to
Dean Bellamy and Rev'd
Sheppard, and to welcome
the incoming priest-in-
charge, the Rev’d Jolene
Peters. She came just in
time to adorn the altar for
Thanksgiving with displays
of fresh local vegetables
and fruit. Rev’d Jolene
was the presiding priest
when marriage equality in
the Anglican Church was
initiated. Parishioners were
given the opportunity to
vote by private ballot to

seek permission from our
Bishop to perform marriages
for all people, if asked. The
outcome favoured marriage
equality, making us a parish
of inclusiveness by the end
of 2019.

Rev’d Jolene was our
rock and crutch as we dealt
with the onset of COVID-19
in March of 2020. When
our Bishop closed the
churches for six months,
she administered services
virtually. When the ban was
lifted, in person services
resumed cautiously.

In January of the
present year, we had the
distinct privilege of having
in our midst Archdeacon
Greg Mercer. Together
with our own Deacon Lisa,
they provided us with
uninterrupted Sunday
services, as well as special
events leading up to Holy
week.

We owe a great debt
to Archdeacon Greg, as he
guided us through the most
foreign and unprecedented
crisis in the history of the
church: the pandemic.

Today, our guest priests
have been relieved, as we
welcome into the fold the
permanency of the Rev’d
Jotie Noel.

We like and appreciate
what we see and hear.
His capacity to inject that
element of humour in
his very serious spiritual
sermons is nothing short of
magical.

| must again quote
from the wisdom of the late
Canon George Earle:
“For Church life to be lived
at its richest, humour must
not be confined to the
secular, but must permeate
the Spiritual.”

Queen’s College: Equipping People To Serve
For 180 Years

Article and photograph by
The Rev'd Dr. Joanne Mercer

As you enter Queen’s College,

you are greeted by what we
proudly call “our boards.” Itis a
record of our students beginning
with W.J. Hoyles in 1841. For

180 years, Queen’s College has
been receiving, training, and
sending people out to serve our
communities. In the beginning we
only trained people (at the time
men) for ministry in the Anglican
tradition. But, as you walk along
our corridor and read the boards,
you quickly see how Queen’s
College has grown and adapted
to meet the evolving needs of a
changing world.

A

The boards now cover both
walls and record the names of
people in a variety of programs.
We still train people for ordained
leadership in the Anglican
Church, but our student body
also includes people from a
variety of denominations—or no
denomination at all. We have
people who have questions about
faith and God and want a safe
place to explore. We have folks
who want the skills to offer care to
friends and neighbours in times of
loss and pain.

Each name on those boards
is a story of someone who has
chosen to equip
themselves with the
skills they needed
to serve. Some have
| served in the church
. in towns throughout
"l Labrador and
Newfoundland; some
have travelled the
world. Many serve in
the Canadian Armed
Forces, deployed where
and when they are
needed. There are folks
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on that board who have served

in your parish as your clergy and
licensed lay ministers. And there
are folks on our boards who
quietly serve in your community:
visiting, praying, and sharing their
time and gifts with those in need.

(Queen’s College - YouTube) and
pray for us as we begin this new
academic year. And if you are able,
please donate to Queen’s College
(Donate Now - QUEENS COLLEGE
(canadahelps.org)), and enable us
to continue this important work.
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Church Cannot Be Just Sunday Mornings

The Rev'd James Spencer
Columnist

When | was a kid | remember
watching sitcoms on Friday night.
The original “Full House” was on
in those days. | remember the
first few lines of the theme song
playing: “Whatever happened to
predictability. The milkman, the
paperboy, evening tv?” Now, as
I’m approaching 45 years of age,
those words have come to mean
something which my younger self
never realized: that the very act
of sitting down at the same time
every Friday night to watch TV, or
cartoons on Saturday morning,
or most of the other predictable,
routine, scheduled activities of life,
have become all but absent in our
world today.

Look at how many things are
no longer tied to the clock on
the wall. Scheduled TV has been
replaced by binge watching Netflix
or quick YouTube videos. Work for
many people has gone from 9-5
weekdays, with weekends free,
to working a wide variety of hours
and shifts, with days-off coming
haphazardly week to week.
COVID-19 even has resulted in

many people working from home,
keeping hours as they choose.

And I’'m not saying these are
bad things. In many ways they
have been a great blessing to
many people. But it does represent
a major shift in our culture. A shift
which has, in a quite negative way,
affected the church.

In a world where people are
released from much of the routine
that existed a few decades ago,
what is Sunday morning? For a
people two or three generations
disconnected from the church,
what is the ringing of a bell to call
them to worship? Each person’s
time is precious, and they have for
many years now enjoyed spending

it however they wish. The liturgical
rituals, hymns, and prayers, for all
their beauty, are appreciated far
less than the comfort of a warm
bed or a child’s hockey practice by
many of today’s young people.

And here we stand, the church
amidst a culture that has moved
on from us in so many ways,
pleading with them to come and
make our oversized building feel a
little less empty. We’re trying every
trick in our very limited playbook
to entice the young back into the
pew, trying to pretend that the
reasons why they left in the first
place aren’t still there. And we
never ever come to terms with the
fundamental truth of this new age
of God’s creation:

If our church is going to live, it
cannot just be on Sunday morning.

We spent years building
ourselves a pretty box to live in.
We believed it was the best thing.
Now, more progressive church
leaders are trying to spread the
message that the building is not
the important thing, and that we
must extend beyond the walls of

the church instead of using them
to hide from the world. But the
truth is that it is more than that. We
need to extend beyond the walls
of everything we do, and when we
doit.

They see it, those we hope to
take our place to keep the church
alive. They see us confine our faith
to an hour each Sunday, which
is equal to just over two days a
year. They see us sitting as tens
in buildings that were built for
hundreds, and putting most of
our energy into making sure they
never change or close.

And we wonder why they
choose not to join us.

The Lord continues to work
in this world. The seeds of faith
lie, waiting to be nurtured,
everywhere we look. But if all we
do is wait for Sunday morning,
hoping that somehow there will be
more in the pews this week than
last, we will be left watching the
reruns of our own worship, while
Christ streams past, out into the
world, meeting people wherever
and whenever they need him.

The Rev’d Nathan

Obituary submitted with
photographs by Karen Simon

November 28th, 1949 - July
30th, 2021

Nathan loved life.
He often said, “Life is
Wonderful and Full of
Wonder.”

On July 30th, 2021, at
6 am his bright light in our
lives left us to seek new
adventures in what Nathan
called “the great mystery.”
Nathan was 71 years old.

His love of family was
larger than life and he was
greatly loved by his wife
Isabel, their three children,
Jenny (Jacques), Andrew
(Grace), and Nicholas
(Sarah) and six adored
grandchildren: Nicholas,
Sophia, Orion, Alex, Isaac,
and Chloe. He also enjoyed

a close relationship

with, and will be greatly
missed, by his brothers
and sisters Joyce (Don),
Leslie Gordon (Millie),
Norman (Marguerite),
Isabell (Allister) and Cecilia
(John). He will also be
fondly remembered by a
great many friends. Nathan
was predeceased by his
parents Leslie and Meta
Cutler of Ramea.

Nathan was a
storyteller and a people
person who loved to strike
up a conversation with
anyone. He saw the good
in all of us and enjoyed
both the serious and the
humorous nature of life.
An avid flower gardener,
he created a beautiful
sanctuary in his back
garden in Fredericton that
was a source of joy for
family and friends.

Nathan was born
and raised in Ramea,
Newfoundland. Nathan
lived in various places
around Newfoundland,

Hartley Cutler

the United Kingdom,

and in Fredericton, New
Brunswick. He received
his B.Ed and M.Ed from
Memorial University of
Newfoundland followed by
his Certificate of Theology
from St. John’s College

in Nottingham, England.
Throughout his life, he was
involved in the life of the
Anglican Church. As a child
he was closely connected
with St. Boniface Anglican
Church and along with his
twin brother Norman was
an altar boy and server.
Later, as a layperson,

he was involved with

many aspects of the
ministry of the church,
most significantly with
Christ Church Cathedral,
Fredericton.

Nathan began his
career as a teacher and
later served people as a
guidance counsellor and

school board administrator.

Nathan was always a
free spirit and risk taker,
and for ten years, Nathan
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and Isabel developed a
business to serve children
with disabilities. In the last
two years of Nathan’s life,
he was privileged to be an
ordained priest who served
with his wife, Deacon
Isabel in the Parish of
Isle aux Morts, Margaree,
Fox Roost, NL. Nathan
has always had a deep
Christian faith. His belief in
what he termed “the great
mystery” guided his life
which he always regarded
as ‘a wonderful adventure”
Nathan had many
interests in life; his
family first but then
besides his garden:
music, photography, and
history. However, Ramea
continued to be one of the
main passions throughout
Nathan’s life. His
fascination with genealogy
and Ramea led him to
become the administrator
of the All Things Ramea
Facebook site in the last
few years. He loved to
connect with friends and

family of Ramea who lived
around the world. He
always considered Ramea,
his final resting place.

The family received
visitors on August 3, 2021
at St. Boniface Church,
Ramea from 7to 9 pm.
The Funeral Service and
Interment of Ashes took
place on Wednesday,
August 4, 2021 at St.
Boniface Church, Ramea. |

A Memorial Service
was held in memory of
Nathan at Holy Spirit
Church, Isle aux Morts on
August 8, 2021

A further Memorial
Service will be held in
memory of Nathan at
Christ Church Cathedral,
Fredericton, N.B on
Saturday October 23rd
2021.

Nathan’s family
established a fund to
create a public rose garden
in Fredericton to honour

See CUTLER,
page 12
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him. They wish to thank
all those who contributed
to this fund and also to
memorial funds in St.
Boniface Church, Ramea;
Holy Spirit Church, Isle
aux Mort and St Augustine
Church, Fox Roost
Margaree.

One of Nathan’s final
sentences was “| feel the
winds of God today.”

We continue the hymn
for Nathan:

“Today my sail |
lift...I"ll seek the seas at his :
behest, and brave another  1pe ahove photographs were taken at Rev'd Cutler's memorial service, which was held in Holy Spirit Church in Isle aux Morts, where he had
cruise.” Godspeed Nathan,  peen serving as priest-in-charge when he died. In the photograph on the right, at the altar; are (left to right): Rev'd Canon Jeffrey Petten,

ng on tanOther wonderful Rev’d Edward Coleman, Bishop John Organ, and Archdeacon David Taylor.
adventure.
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